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| — 5 it, he being dead yer ſpeaketh: 


IT is with ſome peculiar Propriety, that 
theſe Words may be applied to the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, and I may ſay, Thrs Day 
is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears; 
for he, whoſe Death we are now called 
to improve, may be conſidered as yet ſpeaking 


to you, not only by the Example of his Life, 


the inſtructive Remembrance of which will I 
hope be always dear to you, but alſo, by his 
many excellent Writings; on account of which 
if I am not greatly deceived, the ſame Thing 
will be ſaid of him in far diſtant ages, that 
is ſaid of Abel, in our Text, that he being 
dead, yet fpraketh, While he is now cele- 
brating the Honours of God, and of the 
Lamb, in the new Songs of Heaven, how 


this Day lifting up their Hearts to , in 


the ſacred: Songs, that he taught them up- 
on Earth. Though his Voice is not any 


longer heard by us, yet bis Words, like thoſe 


| of: the Day and the Night, are gone out to the 


ind of the World (a. America and Europe 


= (a) Plal. xix. 4. 


(45 


till hear him ſpeak, and it is highly proba 


ble they may continue to do ſo till Eur 
and America ſhall be no more; and” that 
lateſt Poſterity, will have Cauſe to bleſs God 


for the Writings of Doctor WaTTs, as 


well as for the Example of Abels Faith, by 
which he being dead yet ſpeaketh. | 

Abel was the ſecond Son of Adam who 
having by his Fall brought down the ſame 
Doom on his Poſterity as on himſelf, viz. 
that in the Sweat of their Brows they ſhould 
eat their Bread (b); took care to teach his 
Sons thoſe uſeful Occupations, by which they 


might earn their Livelihood. Accordingly 


his Eldeſt Son Cain, became a Tiller of the 
Ground, and Abel a Keeper of Sheep. Gen. 
iv. 2. And as Adam and Eve, who were 
the firſt Sinners, were probably alſo the firſt 
Inſtances of Divine Grace in their Repent- 
ance and Pardon, there is no Doubt but 
they carefully inſtructed their Children in the 
Knowledge and Worſhip: of God. But 
with how different Succeſs! How contrary 
were the Characters of theſe two Brothers! 
Cain proves a very wicked Man, and Abel a 
very Good Man, Nevertheleſs the good 
Principles which had been inſtilled into them 
in their Education, fo far prevailed with 
both, that Cain as well as Abel kept up an 


outward Form of Religion; and according] 


he abr of the Fruit of the Ground, an 


Qfering 
(h) Gen. iii. 19. 


Nn — . ͤ re Tt 


0. 

Offering to the Lord, and Abel, be alſo brought 
of the Firſtlings of bis Huck. ver. 3, and 4. 
The Hiſtory further informs us, that thei Lord 
tad reſpect unto Abel and bis Offering, bur 
unto Cain and his Offering be bad not reſpect. 


The Reaſon of which does not ſeem: to be 


that which has been aſſigned by the Ges 
nerallity of Jewiſh Writers, and even by ſe- 
veral Chriſtians; viz. that Cain's Offering 
was in itſelf meaner or leſs than his Brother's; - 
for God himſelf, who beſt knew why he 
rejected the Former, while: he accepted the 
Latter, ſeems to tell us by his Apoſtle, that 
it was becauſe of the Difference he obſerved 
in the Hearts of theſe two Brothers, and be- 
.cauſe of the different Principles on which 
they acted: It was by Faith that Abel offered 
a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain. It is 
however alleged, that Abel is ſaid to have 
brought of the — of his Flock and of 
the Fat thereof, or of the beſt of them, as 
the Hebrew Word, there uſed, does often ſig- 
nify; whereas no ſuch thing is ſaid of Cain 's 
Offering, but only that he brought of tbe 
Fruit of the Ground; and from thence it is 
infered that he did not bring the Beſt of 
what, he had, as Abel did. But poſſibly 
the Reaſon, why. the Beſt is not mentioned 
in the Account of Cain's Offering, as well 
as his Brother's, might be that there was 
no ſuch difference between one Parcel of his 
Corn and another (which is what I ſuppoſe 
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we are to underſtand by the Fruit of the 
Ground )-as there was between Abels Lambs: 
So: that it might be an indifferent Thing, 
from which Heap he took his Offering. 
Therefore: it cannot yh concluded from hence; 
with any Certainty, that his Oblation was 
not as Good in its Kind, as his Brother's: 
Nor yet is it certain, that Abels Oblation 
was larger, and on that Account, of more 
Value than Cain s. It does plainly appear 
indeed, that Wel brought a double Oblation, 
and Cain only a ſingle ne (c). For the 
Hebrew Word (Mincha) which we render 
in that Text, does always in the 
Law of Moſes ſignify ſome Vegetable Pro- 
duce; as Flour, Wine, Oil and the like; 


which Things were offered to God, in Teſ- 


timony of their Acknowledgement of his 
Providence, and their Thankfulneſs for the 
Bounties of it. Of this Sort was Cain's Of- 
fering. And Abel alſo brought an Offering 
* — fame Rind; for it is ſaid 2% Lord had 

ta Abel anuitu his Offering: (or Mincha) 
Bt beſidles that, he alſo brought K the Firſt⸗ 


lings of his Flock; ſo' that his was a Fuller 


Oblation, as the: Greek Word (vad) which 


| wo render more excellent, in the Verſe of my 


Tert, may probadly: ſignify; And hence his 
Obs 


(6) The: Reader may ſebe this men proved with 
ſatinfact actory, Evidence, by the Reverend Mr. Rennicot, 
in his ingenuous and learned Diſſertation on the Obla= 
tion of Coin and At; to which - Lam indebted for 
fame valuable — in explaining wa ext. / 
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Oblation is expreſt by {G:/7s, in the Plus 
ral Number — God teſtifying of his Gifts, 
But ſtill, though Abel brought a double Ob- 
lation, it does not follow, that his 70 Of- 
ferings were more in Quantity or Value, 
than his Brother's one. Or if they were, 
what is more or leſs, better or worſe, of all 
created Goods unto Him, who has an infi- 
nite Fulneſs of all Happineſs in Himſelf? 
and who ſays by the Mouth of David, 


Every Beaſt of the Foreſt is mine, and the 


Cattle upon a thouſand Hills; I know all 


the Fools of the Mountains, and the wild 


Beaſts of the Field are mine; if I were bun- 
gry, I would not tell thee, for the world is 
mine and the Fulneſs thereof (d)? But now, 
if we confider, what was the chief Intent 


of thoſe Animal bloody Sacrifices (eſpecially 


of the Whole Burnt-Offerings, of which 
Sort I take Abe/s to have been) vis. to 
prefigure and typefy the Sacrifice of Chriſt 


tothe Faith of the Old Teſtament-Believers, 


we ſhall eaſily perceive, wherein the grand 
Difference lay betwixt the Oblations of theſe 
two Brothers; how it was by Faith that Abel 
offered unto God a more excellent Sacrifice than 
Cain, and how by it, as it follows in my 
Text, he being dead yet Speaketh, 

In treating of theſe Words I would en- 


deavour, in an humble Dependance on the 
Spirit of Light and Grace 


I. To 
(9) Pal. 1. 10. 4 


& 
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1. To ſhew you what that was, by which 


II. What we are to underſtand by his 

yet ſpeaking; and what thoſe Leſſons 

of Inſtruction are, which he may be 
ſaid to be ſtill teaching us. 


I. Let us enquife what hat was, by which 
Abel is ſaid even yet to Speak. 2 

It was by it (4 avs) ſays the Text, by 
which ſome underſtand 4s Sacrifice ; but. I 


take the more natural Antecedent to be, his 


Faith. However the Difference is not very 


Material, ſince his Sacrifice was the Expreſ- 


ſion of his Faitb, and it was his Faith that 
gave the ſuperior Excellence and Virtue to 


His Sacrifice, above that of his Brother's. 


So that in ſhort, it was his Faith, as expreſ- 
ſed by his Sacrifice. However it may not. 
be improper to conſider each of theſe diſ- 


tinctly. 


1. His Faith. As an illuſtrious inſtance, 
of which Grace, he ſtands in this Chapter, 
at the Head of the Catalogue of the moſt 
eminent Believers of the Old Teſtament Ages. 
Now it cannot be thought, that Cain was 


wholly deſtitute of all religious Faith, but 


that he alſo believed the Being and the Pro- 
vidence of God; ſince otherwiſe he would 
have had no Reaſon, or Motive to bring 


him 
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(-9.) 

bim any Oblation : and in Teſtimony of the 
| ſame Faith, and the ſame thankful Acknow- 
ledgment of the bounty of Providence, Abd 
alſo brought a Mincha, that is, an Offering 
of the Fruit of the Ground, as well as his 
Prother. But then further, and beſides that, 
he alſo brought of the Firſtlings of his Fleck, 
and offered a bloody Sacrifice in Teſtimony 
of his Faith in the Promiſe of the Seed of 
the Woman, and of his Dependance upon the 
Virtue of that great attoning Sacrifice for 
Sin, which this promiſed Redeemer was to 
offor in due Time. We need not furely ſup- 
poſe, that Adam and his Family had no more 
Knowledge of the Saviour, that was to come, 
and of the Sacrifice, that he was to offer, 
than merely what they could ſpell out of 
that firſt dark Promiſe of the Seed of the 
Woman, that ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's bead. 
Gen, iii. 15. But it is much more probable, 
that by this time God had enlarged the Diſ- 
covery of his Grace to fallen Man, by many 
more and clearer Promiſes, than that firſt. 
For we are to confider, that while as yet 
there was no written Bible, immediate Re- 
velations were much more frequent, than in 
later Ages; and we can hardly imagine, 
that we have an Account of all the Reve- 
lations with which God was pleaſed to fa- 
your the Patriarchs, in that very ſhort Hiſ- 
tory which is tranſmitted down to us, of 


their Times, Now it is very likely, that 
B the 


. 5 
the ordinary Method of God's gracious Deal- 
ings with Men, in order to their Salvation, 
might be pretty much the fame then, as 
now, when generally ſpeaking, penitent Sin- ; 
ners are raiſed to Hope and Comfort by De- , 
grees. So we may ſuppoſe, that when our 7 
firſt Parents repented, God did at firſt a 
little encourage their Hope, by a Promiſe, 
though as yet obſcurely delivered, of a Sa- 
viour to come; but after their Repentance was 
more confirmed, there is little om to doubt 
but that he would further encourage and enli- 
ven their Hope, and that he gave them ſtronger 
Conſolation, by larger and fuller Diſcoveries 
of that way of Salvation, he had prepared; 
and more eſpecially by informing. them of 
that great appointed Deliverer who was to 
ix finiſh Tranſgreſſiong and make an End of Sin, 
i and bring in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and 
5 upon whom they might even now ſecurely | 
bl! truſt. This I apprehend was the chief Ob- 
1 ject of Wels Faith; fo that his Faith re- 
iy garded the Death and Attonement of Chriſt, f 
1 as expreſſed and teſtified by the typical Rite 
5 of a bloody Sacrifice: whereas Cain, though 
ik he believed the Being and Providence of God, 


and accordingly brought an Oblation to ex- 
preſs his thankfulneſs for temporal Bleſſings, 
yet he had no ſuch humbling Senſe of Sin, 
as to fee his Need of an Attonement for it, 
or however, not ſo as practically to truſt up- 
on that only Attonement, which God had 
pro- 
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Fir 
provided and * and to comply with 
the Method which he had inſtituted for ob- 
taining an Intereſt in the Virtue of it. In 
ſhort, the Difference betwixt Cain and Abel, 
ſeems not much unlike that of the Phariſee 
and the Publican, in the Parable, Luke xviii. 
10. The one, though like Cain he believed 
the Being and Providence of God, yet had 
little or no Senſe of his Sins againſt Him, 
and was ſo vainly conceited of his own Righ- 
teouſneſs and Goodneſs, that he ſaw no Need 
ſo much as to aſk for Mercy; whilſt the 
other, like Abel, with the humble Heart of 
a Penitent, under a deep Conviction of 
Guilt and Sin, ſmites upon his Breaſt, and 
cries, God' be merciful to me a Sinner. This 
Man went down to his Houſe juſtified rather 
than the other. And for much the ſame 
Reaſon, did Abel offer unto God a more ex- 
cellent Sacrifice, in his Account, than Cain. 

2dly. Let us conſider his ſacrificing, by 
which he expreſſed, not only his Faith, but 
his Obedience unto God. As he thankfully 
accepted that Salvation, which. God had fo 
graciouſly propoſed ; ſo he was moſt heartily 
willing to receive it in God's own Way, 
and to comply with and uſe whatever Means 
he was pleaſed to appoint for obtaining it. 
And among theſe Means, which God had in- 
ſtituted, I muſt reckon the Rite of ſacrificing, 
ſince otherwiſe I cannot conceive how that 
Rite ſhould ever have been introduced into 
0-2. the 


(52) 
the World. Would Reaſon ſuggeſt, that 
the killing and burning of a Beaſt ſhould com- 
i penſate to God for the Wrongs that Man 4 
4108 had done to his Honour? What Connection 1 


„ can we conceive, betwixt theſe brutal Sa- 

| 4 crifices, and the Pardon of Sin, otherwiſe, 

. than as they were typical Repreſentations of 4 
it the promiſed Sacrifice of Chriſt, intended | 
aj + to preſerve the Memory of that Promiſe, f 
1 and to give Occaſion to the Exerciſe of Faith | 
3 upon it? And if ſo, we can hardly doubt 0 
Wo but they were inſtituted by him, by whom 0 
" the Promiſe was made. And befides, if we . 
conſider how expreſsly God has declared 


againſt Will-worſhip in other Caſes ; what 
ſtrict Orders he gave the Jews by Moſes, | 
i that whatever he had commanded them, they 
Wil ' ſhould obſerve, and do, without adding to it 


= or diminiſhing from it. (Deut. xii, 32.) Ad 

i _ alſo, how awfully he puniſhed Nadab and 1 
. | Abibu, whom he ſtruck dead upon the Spot, 
1 for preſuming to burn Incenſe with ſtrange 
1 Fire, which the Lord commanded them not, 

3 (Levit. x. 12.) can it be thought, that if 

ll: the Rite of ſacrificing had been the Inven- 

= [- tion of Man, as ſome have ſuppoſed, God 


would have ever approved of it in his own 
1 . Worſhip? Nay and afterwards adopted it in- 
Wl to his Law ? And that he would have ze/t7- 


- feed of Abel's: Gifts, and regarded them ſo 
1 graciouſly, as he did. Nor can I ſee, how 
5 Abel could have ſacrificed in Faith, if he had 
1 5 | e : no 


tw) 


no divine Inſtitution for that Rite, nor Promiſe 


connected with it, to build his Faith upon- 


J make no Queſtion therefore, but Sacrifices 


were originally of divine Inſtitution, So” 


that we are to account of bePs ſacrificing, 
not only as an Expreſſion and Teſtimony of 
his Faith, but as an Act of his Obedience 
to a divine Inſtitution and Command. While 


Cain might very likely deſpiſe thoſe facrifical 


Rites, and preſume upon his own Merit and 


Righteouſneſs before God, good Abel, with 
an humbler Mind, is glad to accept of Par- 
don and Salvation, in the Way that God 
had appointed; he will never pretend to be 
more wiſe, than his Maker, but reſolves to 
follow every Direction, to comply with every 


Inſtitution, and to obey every Command ot 


God. Thus you ſee, what that was by which 
Abel is ſaid yet to ſpeak, wiz. his Faith in 


the Sacrifice and Attonement of Chriſt, and 
his Obedience to the Will of God. We are 
now, 5 | 


II. To enquire what is meant by his yet 
| ſpeaking, and what theſe Leſſons of In- 


ſtruction are, which he may be ſaid ta 
© > 


be yet teaching us, 


Some, I know, refer his ſpeaking, mere. 


ly to the Cry of his Blood for Vengeance on 
his Murderer, Gen. iv. 10. But then it 
mould rather have been ſaid, that he % 


ſpeak 
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614) 
ſpeak, vig. untill Vengeance was executed 
on his Brother, than that he does yet ſpeak. 
And beſides, it, Ji arne, by which he ſpeak- 
eth, evidently refers not to. his Blood, but 
to his Faith. Therefore I take the Mean- 
ing to be, that the Hiſtory of Abel's Faith, 
which he expreſſed by his Sacrificing, and of 


the Acceptableneſs of it to God, is written 


for our Inſtruction and Imitation; it is what 
we may call a very ſpeaking Story. For 
It ſpeaks the Sovereignty and Free- 
neſs of the diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, that 
he will have Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy. For in this Hiſtory we ſee two 
Brothers, and brought. up under, the ſame 
Inſtruction and Diſcipline z or if one had any 
Advantage above the other from. the Parents 
Care, no Doubt but it was Cain their Firſt- 
Born ; ; yet this, when he grows to be a Man, 


roves a wicked Murtherer, Abel the younger 


Brother a Pattern of Piety. Now what was 


it that made this vaſt Difference? How came 


Abel to be ſo much better than his Brother ? 
It was his Faith, that Faith which is of he 
Operation of God, and which is ſaid to be 

wen to the Saints. Col. ii. 12. Phil. i. 29. 
Will any tell us, that the difference between 
theſe two Brothers, as to their Religious Cha- 
rater, was owing to their different natural 


Diſpoſition and Temper, by which one was 


better diſpoſed to Sobriety, Seriouſneſs and 


_ Virtue, than the other? 1 would aſk, how 


came 


(75) 

came their natural Tempers ſo widely to 

differ? Did not one God make them both? 
and could not he foreſee what each of their 
Tempers would incline and lead them to? 
Suppoſe then that Abel was thus happily diſ- 
tinguiſhed from his Brother, by his natural 
Make and ' Conſtitution, muſt- we not in 
that acknowledge the Sovereignty of God? 
And why then may we not as well aſcribe 
his Goodneſs and Piety to diſtinguiſhing 
Grace, as to "diſtinguiſhing Nature? Does 


not righteous Abel therefore ſeem to ſpeak 


to every true Believer, as in the Words of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. iv. 7. Who maketh thee 


to differ from another ? And what haſt thou 


that thou didſi not receive? — By the' Grace | 
of God, I am what I am: 

2dly. Abe's Hiſtory may further inſtruct u us 
in the true, and indeed the only Way, of a 
Sinner's obtaining Reconciliation and Accep- 
tance with God. It is through Faith, that 
ſame Faith which Abel expreſſed by his typi- 
cal Sacrifice. And to this the Apoſtle alſo 
gives his Teſtimony, Epheſ. ii. 8. By Grace 


ye are ſaved through Faith. And let it be 
further obſerved, that Abel juſtified his Faith, 


or proved it to be ſincere and genuine, by 
his Obedience to God, and his complying. 
with every 'Divine Inſtitution; and no other 
Faith will avail us, for the Patdon of our 
Sins and our Acceptance with 5 but ſuch 
as bis Was. : | | 


— 


( 16 ) 
"2dly. There is nothing, that he! does 
405 Teal more plainly, than the Honours 


of exalted Piety, and of eminent Service 
for God, and uls, Theſe are Things, 


that will 


Men. And r 
of exalting hi 
Glory in the 


t only will they be the Means 
to diſtinguiſhed Honour and 
orld to come; but they will 


probably immortalize his Name upon Earth, 


ſo far as Immortality can conſiſt with of ah 


riſhing World. 


The moſt illuſtrious Actions of ſeveral an- 
cient Heroes, by which they ſought to eter- 


nalize their Names, were ſuch, as in a right 
Judgment, render them rather infamous than 
honourable. We read of the Victories and 
Triumphs of an Alexander, and a Cæſar with 
Horrour, and are glad, that our Lot was not 


caſt in their Days, and that we are not under 


the Power of ſuch oppreſſive Tyrants. But 
with how different a Luſtre does the Character 
of righteous Abel ſhine through a long Succeſ- 
ſion of Ages? How much more do the ſhort 
Memoirs of his Life redound to his Honour, 
than whole Volumes of flattering Praiſes, 
that have been beſtowed on thoſe Ravagers of 
the Nations, redound to theirs? 

It is doubtleſs an Honour to Abel, that 
his Name and Memory are preſerved in 
the ſacred Scriptures. Though I cannot 


think, this is all that is d by his 9er 


. ; 


. = e 
= 9 ; 
I > T9. my — 
foul C 
= 4 
N 6 
j ht i - 
3 Ms 


oble 2 Man beyond all Things 


e SS OS EONS ITE 21S - Eb ET 100 a 
* 8 oe ES  * 5 CS EET N 
Cy th En Toe FE, e 828 of. 5 5 _ If Fn FEE OG 5 Rar 


tay 
eating; as ſome underſtand it, and accord» 
ingly render the Text, as in the Margin of 


the Engliſh Bible, He is yet ſpoken of; be- 


cauſe this might be equally ſaid of all the 
reſt, whoſe Names are inſerted in this Ca- 
talogue of Believers, But it is Abels diſtin- 
guiſhed Honour, that his Faith is recorded 
for a Pattern to all future Generations, that 
Sinners may learn from him, how to ob- 

tain the Favour. of God, and be accepted of 
him. It is his Honour, that he not only was 


but till is, a moſt uſeful Man; uſeful to 


Multitudes by leading them to the Know- 
ledge of God and Salvation, through a Re- 
deemer. His Faith and his Works ſtill 
praiſe him, and by them, be being dead, yet 
Jpeaketh, Such Uſefulneſs as this brings not 
only a laſting, but a growing Honour : for 
muſt we not conceive, that every Soul, that 


has been helped to find the Way to Heaven 


ſince Abel's time, by the Light of his Ex- 


ample, has brought a new Acceſſion to his 
Honour and his Joy? Whether departed 


Souls have any Knowledge of the Affairs of 


this World; and if they have, by what 
Means that Knowledge is communicated to 
them, are Matters of Doubt and Uncertain- 
ty. Yet I cannot but obſerve, that the Pa- 
rable of the rich Man and Lazarus, Luke 
xvi. 19. ſeems in part to be built on the Sup- 
poſition, that ſeparate Souls are not altoge- 
ther ignorant of what is doing here; for 
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( 19 ) 
there the Soul of the rich Sinner in Hell, is 
ſuppoſed to know that his Brethren were 
ſtill living in their Father's Houſe, and that 
they ſtill went on in the ſame careleſs and 
evil Courſe, as when he was with them. 


Now if damned Souls in Hell have any 


Knowledge of the Affairs of this World, 
it will be hard to ſuppoſe that ſuch Know- 
ledge is altogether hid from the Rleſſed in 
Heaven, May we not then ſuppoſe, that 
the ſpreading happy Influence of Abels Ex- 
ample, even after his Death, may ſtill be a 
Matter of his increaſing Joy? For if there 
is Joy among the Angels in Heaven, when a 


Sinner on Earth repenteth; how much more, 


may we naturally ſuppoſe, muſt hat be an oc- 
caſion of Joy to ſuch glorified Saints as have 
been the more immediate Inſtruments of 
their Repentance and .Salvation ? With what 
Pleaſure to themſelves, and with what ador- 
ing Thankfulneſs to the Grace of God, do 


they now behold the happy Influence and 


Succeſs of their former Lives and Labours ? 
If you will admit the Suppoſition, which 
ſome have made, that ſuch wicked Men as 
have corrupted others by their Example, or 
by their Writings, will have their Torment 
increaſed, in Proportion to the .Miſchief 
they do, even after they are dead ; it may 
{urely be much rather ſuppoſed, that ſuch 
who like Abel, are yet ſpeaking to Sinners 
tor their ſpiritual and eternal Good, ſhall 


yet 
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(19) 
yet have their Happineſs increaſed, in Pro- 
portion to the Good they ſtill do; and that 
while they reft from their Labours, their 
Works ſtill follow them, to their growing 
Honour, and are continually producing new 
Rewards of Glory. But whether they have 
the ſame preſent Knowledge that Angels 
have, of the Repentance and Converſion of 
Sinners in this World, or not, I can make 
no Doubt but that hereafter they will be fully 
informed of all the Good, that God has ho- 
noured them with doing, or that he has 


been pleaſed to do by them. And oh! 
- what: exquiſite Satisfaction and Joy will it 
yield a Perſon, who out of fervent Love to 
_ Chriſt, and tender Compaſſion to the Souls 
of Men, had laid out his Life in unwearied 


Labours for his Honour and their Salvation ; 
to find hereafter that God has bleſt his En- 
deavours with abundant Succeſs: What a 
growing Joy muſt it afford him to know, 
that what he formerly did for Chriſt and 
for Souls is ſtill a Means of adding new 


Subjects to the Heavenly Kingdom? With 
what peculiar Pleaſure will he wellcome 


every Soul to Heaven, whom he has been 
the Means of helping thither ? And then, at 
laſt, when all the Elect ſhall be gathered 
into the Kingdom; in that moſt important 


Day, when St. Paul promiſed himſelf ſo 


much Honour and Joy, upon meeting with 
the Multitudes, which had been brought to 
C 2 . 
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Chriſt and to Glory through his Miniſtry, 


as in 2 Theſ. ii. 19. What is our Hope, or 
Foy, or Crown of Rejoicing? Are not even 


in the Preſence of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
at his Coming? For Ye are our Glory and 


Foy. Then ſhall theſe faithful Servants of 


God, whom he had before honoured with 


making them eminently Uſeful in his King- 
dom of Grace, be diſtinguiſhed with pecu- 


liar Honours in the Kingdom of Glory. 


Then they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament ; and they that 
turn many to Righteoufneſs as the Stars forever 


and ever. Dan. xii. 3. 
And now, that I may apply my Text 


more directly to the preſent Occaſion, 


and that you may ſee what you ſhould be 


yet learning from your Diſceaſed Paſtor, 


from his Life as well as from his Writings ; 
it is proper that I ſhould lay before you ſome 
brief Memoirs of his Life and Character. 


Here I will be very watchful over my own 


Heart, that my Efteem and Affection for 
that Great and Good Man, whoſe Friend- 
ſhip for many Years I ſhall always Account 
to be one of the greateſt Bleſſings of my 
Life, may not in any Inſtance lead me aſide 
from the moſt impartial Regard to Truth. 


, 


Dr. Isaac Warrs was Born at South- 


ampton, Fuly 17, 1674. of Parents who 
were Eminent for Religion, and were con- 
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fiderable Sufferers for Conſcience Sake, in the 


Perſecution” of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in 


King Charles the Second's Reign. The un- 
common Genius of this their Son appeared 
betimes ; for he began to learn Latin at four 
Years Old; in the Knowledge of which, as 
well as of the Greek Language, he made a ſwift 


| Progreſs, under the Care of the Reverend 


Mr. Pinhorne, a Clergyman of the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church; to whom the Doctor has in- 
ſcribed an ingenious Latin Ode, in his Horæ 
Lyrice, He was early taken Notice of for 
the Sprightlineſs and Vivacity of his Wit ; 


Talents which too often prove fatal Snares 


to Young Perſons : But he through the dif- 
tinguiſhing Grace of God, was not only 
reſerved from Criminal Follies, but had a 
deep Senfe of Religion upon his Heart be- 
times. In the Year 1690. he was ſent up 
to London for Academical Education, where 
he was placed under the Tuition of the 


Reverend Mr. Thomas Rowe; to whom alſo 


he has inſcribed an Ode in his Horæ Lyrice. 
I have been credibly informed, that while 
he reſided in this Colledge of Learning, his 
Behaviour was not only fo Inoffenſive, that 


his Tutor declared, he never once gave him 


any Occaſion for Reproof ; but fo Exem- 
plary, that he often propoſed him as a Pat- 
tern to his other Pupils for their Imitation. 


In the Year 1693, he joined in Commu- 


nion with the Church, of which his worthy 
| Tutor 


> 22 ) = 
Tator was Paſtor, When he had finiſhed | 
his Courſe of Studies at the Academy, he 
returned to his Father's Houſe, where he 
ſpent two Years more in reading Medita- 
tion and Prayer, in Order to his being fur- 
ther qualified and fitted for that great Work, 
to which he was determined -to devote his 
Life, and of the aweful Importance of which 
he had a deep Senſe upon his Mind, From 
hence he was Invited in the Year 1696. by 
that eminently Pious and Learned Gentle- | 
man, Sir Fobn Hartop Baronet, - Deceaſed, 1 
to reſide in his Family at Stole. Newington, 
as Tutor to his Son, the preſent Sir John; 
where he continued four Vears, and where his 
Behaviour won him ſuch Eſteem and Ref- 

&, as laid the Foundation of that intimate 
Eciendihip, which ſubſiſted between his 
worthy Pupil and him to the Day of his 
Death. 

But while he affiſted Sir Jobn's Studies, 
he did not neglect his own; for not only did 
he further improve himſelf in thoſe Branches 
of Learning, in which, more eſpecially, he 
aſſiſted his Pupil ; but appliet himſelf to 
the reading of the Scriptures in the Origi- 
nal Tongues, and the beſt Commentators, . 
both Critical and Practical. | : 

He began to Preach on his Birth-day, 
1698. and was the ſame Year choſen Aſſiſt- 

ant to the Reverend Dr. Jſaac Chauncy, then 
Paſtor of this Church. But his Public La- 
bours, 
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T0 
bours, which met with general Acceptance, 
were ſoon after interru pted by a threatening 
Illneſs for five Months; which was thought 
to be occaſioned by the Fervour of his Zeal 
in Preaching the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt. 
However that did not diſcourage him from 


returning to his delightful Work, as ſoon as 


God was pleaſed to reſtore his Health, 

In January 1701. he received a Call from 
this Church, to ſucceed Dr. Cbauncy in the 
Paſtoral Office; which he fignified his Ac- 


ceptance of the very Day that King William 


died, notwithſtanding the diſcouraging Proſ- 
pect which that Event gave to Men of his 
Profeſſion, and the Fears with which it filled 
the Hearts of Proteſtant Diſſenters at that 


Time. But he had ſet bis Hand to the 


Pleo, and would not look back. Accordingly, 
he was folemnly Ordained to the Paſtoral 


Office, March 18 following. 
But the Joy of the Church, in their hap- 


py Settlement, was ſoon after damped, by 


his being ſeized with a painful and threatening 


Hineſs, which laid him by for ſome Time, 
and from which he recovered by flow De- 
grees. Upon which they ſaw it needful to 
provide him with a ſtated Aſſiſtant. Accord- 
ingly the Reverend Mr. Sammel Price, your 
preſent worthy Paſtor, was choſen to that 

Service, in July, 1703. 
But notwithſtanding his Publick Labours 
were by this Means eafed, his Health re- 
mained 


( 24 ) 
mained very fluctuating and, tender for ſome, 
Years, However as it increaſed, he renew- 
ed his Diligence in fulfilling his Miniſtry ; and 
how were you delighted and edefied with 
his Sermons in Publick, and with his enter- |: 
taining and profitable Converſation in the A 
Viſits which he made to your. Families! 5 
Tt was in this Seaſon of his more confirmed 2 
Health, that he formed a Society of the 
Younger Members of his Church, for Pray- 
er and Religious Conference; to whom he 1 
delivered the Subſtance of that excellent Book, 3 
which he afterwards publiſhed, under the $ 
Title of, 4 Guide to Prayer, Now he $ 
went on, without any conſiderable Interrup- = 
tion, in his Work, and with great Succeſs and 
Proſperity to his Church, till the Year 1712. 
when, in the Month of September, he was 
viſited with a violent Fever, .which broke 
his Conſticution, and left ſuch Weakneſs up- 
on his Nerves, as continued with him, in 
ſome Meaſure, to his dying Day. Upon 
this Occaſion, Prayer was made without ceaſ- 
ing of the Church unto God for him; ſeveral 
Days of Prayer were kept on his Account, 
in which many of his Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry aſſiſted, and wreſtled earneſtly with 
God for the Continuance of ſo valuable a 
Life; and God has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to anſwer their Prayers, by adding to: his 
Life more than thirty-ſix Years; the moſt 
of them Tears, though of feeble Health, 


| yet 


| ; 
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yet of eminent Uſefulneſs to his Church 
and to)the World. It was not till Ocfober 
1716. that he was able to return to his pub- 
lick Miniſtry, In the mean time his Aſſiſt- 
ant Mr. Price, was, at his Defire, and up- 


on his Recommendation, choſen by the 


Church, to be joint Paſtor with him; to 
which Office he was ordained, March 3. 
1713. I hope I may be allowed, without 
Offence, or Appearance of Flattery, to re- 


cite a Clauſe in Dr. WaTrTs's laſt Will, 


in Teſtimony of that inviolable Friendſhip 
which has always ſubſiſted between your two 
worthy Paſtors; and which has contributed 
ſo much to their mutual Comfort and Ho- 
nour, and to your Eſtabliſhment and Edi- 
fication, Dr. WAT Ts ſtiles him, His 
« faithful Friend and Companion in the La- 
ce bours of the Miniſtry: and mentions a 
Legacy that he leaves him, © as only a ſmall 
“ Teſtimony, of his great Affection for 
© him, on Account of his Services of Love 
* during the many harmonious Years of 
* their Fellowſhip in the Work of the Goſ- 
C0 | Sg h ; | 

But though this long Interval of Sickneſs 
was, on ſome Accounts, a very melancholy 
Seaſon, yet a kind Providence made it to be 
the happieſt Ara of his Life, as it was the 
Occaſion of introducing him into the Fami- 
ly of a late excellent Perſon, * who, on a 
D Prin- 
* Sir Thomas Abney, Knight and Alderman of Lenden. 


26 
Principle of the moſt generous Friendſhip 
and Compaſſion, took him, in a very lan- 
guiſhing State of Health, to his own Houſe; $ 
where from that Moment, to the Day of bs 
his Death, he was abundantly ſupplied, with 5 
all that could Miniſter, either to the Con- 
venience or Satisfaction of his Life. For 7 
though this remarkable Friend of Miniſters, | 
of the Church of God, and of his Country 
died in the Year 1722. the benevolent Spi- 
rit he manifeſted, ſurvived in his worth 
Relict, and was inherited by his Children. 
It would be Preſumption in me to attempt 
to recount the numberleſs Inſtances of that 
* generous and tender Care, (as the Doc- 3 
e tor expreſſes it in his laſt Will) ſhown 4 
% him by her Ladyſhip and her Famil 
« 1n his long Illneſs, many years ago, when 3 
* he was capable of no Service; and alſo | 
q | of her eminent Friendſhip and Goodneſs, 
' e during his Continuance in the Family 
ö « ever ſince.“ Yet this J will venture to 
fay, in Alluſion to the Bleſſing, which our 
Lord pronounced on the good Woman, in 
the Goſpel, who had beſtowed a Box of 
precious Ointment on him ; that whereſo- 
ever Dr. WaTTs's Works are read, or his 
Name remembered, that of Abney ought 
not to be forgotton. x 
In the Year 1728. the Univerſities of 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen in Scotland, did, 
in a molt reſpectful Manner, without his 
| h | Know- 
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(27 ) 
Knowledge, confer the Degree of Doctor in 
Divinity on him, and on ſome others of his 


Brethren, 
His laſt Sickneſs was rather a Decay of 


Nature, wore out with Age and Labours, 
than any particular Diſtemper : Therefore 


it was lingering and long ; the Springs of Life 
were unbending by Degrees, till at length the 
earthly Tabernacle fell quite to Decay, and 
was put off by the immortal Spirit, And 
thus after a Life of eminent Service, both 
of God, and his Generation, he fell aſleep 
in Jeſus, November 25, 1748. in the Seven- 
ty-fifch Vear of his Age. 

It would require a maſterly Hand: to draw 
the Portrait of this great Man, in its full Pro- 
portion, and proper Colours, A Taſk, I 
was never equal to: and am leaſt of all now, 
when, I doubt not, but your Hearts will 
in ſome Meaſure tell you, what mine feels 


upon the mention. of his Name, and upon 


calling the Remembrance of him to Mind. 
However I will endeavour to preſent you 
with an Imperfect Sketch of ſome of the 
Principal Features, 

The natural Strength of his Genius, which 


he cultivated and improved by a very conſi- 
derable Acquaintance with the moſt cele- 


brated Writers, both Ancient and Modern, 
had enriched his Mind with a large and un- 
common Store of juſt Sentiments, and uſe- 
ful Knowledge of various Kinds, For his 

1F 2 Soul 
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Soul was too noble and large, to be confined 
within narrow Limits. He could not be 
content to leave any Path of Learning un- 
tried; nor to reſt in a total Ignorance of any 
Science, the Knowledge of which might 
be for his own Improvement, or might any 


Ways tend to enlarge his 9 of being 


uſeful to others. 


Though that which gave him the moſt 


remarkable Preheminence was the Extent 
and Sublimity of his Imagination; yet how 
few have excelled, or even equalled him 
in Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, and Solidity 
of Judgment? And having alſo a faith- 
ful Memory to retain what he collected 
from the Labours of others, he was able to 


pay it back again into the common Treaſury 


of Learning with a large Increaſe, I queſ- 
tion whether any Author before him did ever 
appear with Reputation on ſuch a Variety of 
Subjects, as he has done, both as a Proſe- 
Writer, and a Poet. However this I may 
venture to fay, that there is no Man now 
living of whoſe Works ſo many have been 
diſperſed, both at Home and Abroad, that 
are in ſuch conſtant Uſe, and tranſlated in- 
to ſuch a Variety of Languages ; ; many of 
which will, I doubt not, remain more du- 
rable Monuments of his great Talents, than 
any repreſentation I can make of them, 
though it were to be graven on Pillars of 


Braſs. Thus did he ſhine as an ingenious 
Man, and a Scholar. 


But 
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But we are further to obſerve him in a 
more exalted Point of View, for our Inſtruc- 
tion and Imitation, I mean as a Chriſtian, 
in which Character he ſhone brighteſt of all; 
and it is hard to ſay, what Grace or Virtue 
was moſt conſpicuous in him, and moſt 
Characteriſtic of him. 

Pure and undiſſembled Piety was the ſet- 


tled Habit and conſtant Dreſs of his Mind. 


And though he loved and enjoyed much 
Retirement, yet did he not thereby con- 


tract any thing of an affected Stiffneſs, or 


monkiſh Auſterity; but on the contrary, 
the Satisfaction and Pleaſure, that he found 
in Communion with God in Solitude, made 
him the more eaſy and chearful in his Con- 
verſe with Men, and ſeemed to enlighten 
his very Countenance 

His Humility was like a deep Shade, if I 
may ſo expreſs it, that ſet off his other 
Graces and Virtues, and made them ſhine 


with a brighter Luſtre, And as this Grace 


had a mighty Influence on his Heart and 
Temper, ſo it had no little Effect in form- 
ing his Sentiments. For he never thought 
he could be laid too low, as a Creature or 
a Sinner, that he might do Honour to the 
Perfections and Grace of God: and from 
hence, in a great Meaſure, aroſe that high 
Eſteem which he had for the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation, which is ſo apparently calculated 
to exalt God, and to humble Man. Nor 
was his Humility leſs conſpicuous in his out- 


ward 


(630) 


ward Carriage and Behaviour towards others. 


From hence flowed that Condeſcention and 


Gentleneſs, that Humanity and Kindneſs, 
that could not but endear him to all, who 


had the Pleaſure of converſing with him; 
and which rendered him truly venerable, in 


a much higher Degree, than all the Ho- 
nours and Applauſes he received from the 
World. In ſhort, his Deſcription of this 
Grace, which he has ſo beautifully exem- 


plified in the Character of Sf, Paul *, ſeems 


to be but a Tranſcript of his own Heart 
and Life. 

In cloſe Connection with the Grace of 
Humility were to be ſeen his Candour and 
Charity, for which he was remarkably e- 
minent. The Love that glowed in his 


Heart to his Saviour, conſtrained him cor- 
dially 'to embrace all, whom he eſteem- | 


ed to be his genuine Diſciples; and no 
Party-Names, nor Variety of Sentiments 
in Matters of doubtful Diſputation, nor of 
Practice in Modes of Worthip, could di- 
vide him in Affection from ſuch as he 
had Reaſon to Hope loved our Lord Je- 


fus Chriſt in Sincerity. Accordingly he 


maintained a free and friendly Correſpon- 


dence with Chriſtians of different Parties- 


and Denominations, Though he judged the 
Principles of the Moder Nonconformiſts 
moſt 


* Humility repreſented in the Character of St. Paul. 
By J. Matts, D. D. 


2 


wid 
moſt favourable to Chriſtian Liberty and the 
Rights of Conſcience, and their Forms of 
Worſhip moſt agreeable to the Simplicity of 


the Goſpel; yet he had a high Veneration 


for the Perſons and Writings of many in 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, as many of them, 
both in higher and lower Stations, had for 
him and his Writings. And I ſpeak it to 
the diſtinguiſhed Honour and Praiſe of ſome 
very Reverend Perſonages of that Commu- 
nion, as well as to his, that they frequently. 
reſented him with their Works, and ac- 


cepted of his in return; on which, as well 


as on other Occaſions, very. ſerious and af- 
fectionate Letters have paſſed between them, 
for the ſtrenghtening each others Hands in 
the Cauſe of our common Chriſtianity, | 

What his Sentiments were, as to the pecu- 
liar Doctrines of the Goſpel, you, who have 
ſtatedly attended on his Miniftry, well know; 
and none need be ignorant, who will peruſe 
his Writings. 

Though he occaſionally engaged in the 


Controverſies of the Day, it was evidently 


with a View to heal and reconcile Dif- 
putes amongſt Chriſtians, rather than to 
make Proſelytes to any Party; and however 
any may in ſome Matters differ from him 
in Judgment, all muſt allow, that he wrote 
on ſuch Occaſions, with ſuch a Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Love, as is truly inſtructive 
and exemplary. 
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Nor did Love and Goodneſs only dwell 


in his Heart, but flowed out from thence in 
Liberal and beneficent Actions. For I am 


credibly informed that from the Time he 
was received into Sir Thomas Abney's Fami- 


ly, he conſtantly devoted a fifth Part of his 


Income to charitable Uſes. 
It is no Wonder, that a Man thus richly 
furniſhed with Gifts and Graces, was an ad- 


mired Preacher. Though his Stature was 


low, and bis bodily Preſence but week, yet 
bis Preaching was Weighty and Powerful, 
There was a certain Dignity and Spirit in 
his very Aſpe&t, when he appeared in the 
Pulpit, that commanded Attention and Awe 
and when he Spoke, ſuch Strains of truly 


Chriſtian Eloquence flowed from his Lips, 


and theſe ſo apparently animated with Zeal 


for God, and the moſt tender Concern for 


your Souls, and their everlaſting Salvation ; 
as one would think, could not be eaſily ſlight- 
ed or reliſted. 


Though his Publick Labours for your 
Good, were frequently interrupted by Sick- 


neſs, yet was he not, even in thoſe Intervals, 


laid wholly aſide from his Uſefulneſs. For 


not only was his Exemplary Patience and 


Reſignation to the Will of God in thoſe 
Seaſons of his Suffering, - very inſtructive; 


but ſome of the fineſt and moſt uſeful Pro- 


ductions of his Pen, as particularly a good 
Fart of his Imitation of the Pſalms of David, 


owe 


. 


e to ſupport me, and live upon that,” When 
E 
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owe their Birth to thoſe Seaſons of conſtrained 


Retirement. | 


In his laſt Sickneſs the active and ſprightly 
Powers of his Nature failed him, that is, 
they were gradually doing ſo for two or three 
Vears before his Deſceaſe; yet his Truſt in 
God, through Jeſus the Mediator, remained 
unſhaken to the laſt. He has been heard to 
fay, © I bleſs God, I can lie down with 
«© Comfort at Night, not being ſolicitous 
© whether I awake in this World or ano- 
* ther,” And again, I ſhould be glad to read 
* more, yet not in order to be more confirmed 
* in the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, or 
* jn the Truth of its Promiſes; for I believe 
„ them enough to venture an Eternity on 
% them.” When he was almoſt worn out, 
and broken down, by his Infirmities, he ob- 
ſerved in Converſation with a Friend, that 
„ he remembered an aged Miniſter uſed to 
* fay, that the moſt learned and know- - 
* ing Chriſtians, when they come to die, 
have only the ſame plain Promiſes of the 
Goſpel for their Support, as the common 
* and unlearned: And fo, ſaid he, I find 
* it, It is the plain Promiſes of the Goſpel 
that are my Support, and I bleſs God, 
they are plain Promiſes, that do not re- 
quire much Labour and Pains to under- 
ſtand them; for I can do nothing now, 
but look into my Bible for ſome Promiſe 


he 
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he has found his Spirit tending to Impatience, 
and ready to complain, that he could only lead 
a mere Animal Life; he would check himſelf 
thus. The Buſineſs of a Chriſtian is to bear 
« the Will of God, as well as to do it. If I 
« were in Health, I could only be doing 
te that, and that I may do now, The beſt 
« Thing in Obedience, is a Regard to the 
«© Will of God, and the Way to that is to 
tc get our Inclinations and Averſions as much 
© mortified as we can.“ With ſuch a calm 
and peaceful Mind, with ſuch a bleſſed and 
lively Hope, did this faithful Servant of 
Chriſt wait for his Maſter's Summons, till 
the long-wiſhed for Period came ; and then 
he went to ret from his Labours, where 
bis Works follow him. „„ 
And now, that yon may be Followers of 
him, who through Faith and Patience in- 
herits the Promiſes, let me leave a ſerious 
Word of Addreſs with you, who are the 
Members of this Church, and with others, 
that have been uſed to attend on Dr. WATTs's 
Miniſtry : Which is, that you would ſeri- 
ouſly think upon that Rnle of the future. 
Judgment, which, the Judge himſelf hath 
informed you of, Luke xii. 48. Unto whom- 
ſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much re- 
quired. I would therefore intreat you to 
conſider, what may be reaſonably expected 
from you, and what will be required of you, 
who have enjoyed the Miniſtry of your de- 
ceaſed 
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ceaſed Paſtor. Whenever you remember 

bim, (and I am perſwaded you will never 

= forget him, while the Power of Memory 
ſhall laſt.) Remember alſo that you have 
been bleſſed with the miniſterial Labours of 
one of the greateſt and beſt of Men, 
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Funeral Oration, 


- over the 


K AV. 


Of the late Reverend 


Dr. ISAAC WATTS, 


By S4MUEL CHANDLER. 


E here commit to the Ground 
the venerable Remains of one, 
who being intruſted with many 


excellent Talents, by him who 
is the Giver of every good and perfect Gift, 


chearfully and unweariedly employed them, 
as a faithful Steward of the manifold Grace 
God, in his Maſter's Service; approving 
22 as Miniſter of Chriſt, in much Pa- 


_ tience, in Aflictions, in Diſtreſſes, by Pure- 


neſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by 


Kindneſs, by Love unfeigned, by the Word of 


Truth, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs, by 
Honour and Diſbonour, by Evil-report and 


Good-report; and who amidſt various Trials 
from 
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nued by the kind Providence of God, and 
the powerfull Supports of his Grace, to a 
good old Age, honoured and beloved by all 
Parties, retaining his Uſefulneſs till he had 
juſt Aniſbed his Courſe, and being at laſt fa- 
voured, according to his own Wiſhes and 
Prayers, with an eaſy Diſmiſſion from the 
Labours of his Life, into that peaceful State 
of good Men, which commences unmedi- 
ately after Death. Oh, how delightful is 
that Voice from Heaven, which hath thus 
pronounced: | Bleſſed are the Dead, that die 
#n the Lord. Yes ſaith the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them. 
Could we gratify our own wiſhes, and 
could the Prayers and Tears of the Saints of 
God prevail, would we not gladly preſerve 
amongſt us, and lengthen out the Pate of 
Life, far beyond the common Period of 
Mortality, to thoſe excellent and worthy Ser- 
vants of God, whom his Goodneſs hath 
liberally endowed with diſtinguiſhed Abilities 
and anſwerable Inclinations, for extenſive 
Service to Mankind; for explaining the ſa- 
cred Truths of divine Revelation, for ſhew- 
ing their Importance, and directing to the 
practical Improvement of them; for diſplay- 
ing the Riches of divine Grace in a Re- 
deemer, affectionately be/eeching Sinners to 
become reconciled to God, accept his offered 
Mercy, 
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Mercy, embrace his promiſes ; and preſent 


hoes a living Sacrifice to God, which is 


their reaſonable Sexvzce : Eſpecially if they 
have lived the Doctrines they have preached, 
poſſeſſed the Graces they have recommended, 
practiſed thoſe ſubſtantial Virtues they have 
enforced on others, by the Authority of the 
moſt high God, the Love of Chriſt, and 
the amiable Example that he gave by always 
doing the Things that pleaſed God; and by 
thus 1 filling their Miniſtry, and the power- 
ful Charms of a long, undiſſembled, ſub- 
ſtantial, unblemiſhed Piety, have been the 
honoured Inſtruments of God, in opening 
Mens Eyes, and turning them, from Dark- 
neſs unto Light, that they. might recerve the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inberitance amongſt 
them that are ſantt; ified by Faith in Chriſt. 

Perſons thus employed, thus proſpered of 
God, how highly are they favoured by the 
kind Diſpoſer of the various Conditions and 
Stations of Men! How ſhould we rejoice 
in their Uſefulneſs whilſt Living, and how 
precious ſhould be their Memories after 
Death! Such Characters, methinks, ſhould 
ſoften and diſarm the Rage of Malice, ſtop 
the invenomed Mouth of Defamation and 
Slander, and convert even Envy itſelf into 
an holy generous Emulation of being and 
doing what they were and did, 

The Miniſtry they exerciſe, and the Ex- 


ample they give, is a common Blefling to 
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the Church of God; and whilſt Religion 
ſhall Fetain its Truth and Value, and ſecure 
any real Intereſt in the Affections of Men, 
they will not fail of a due ſhare of Eſteem, 
and their Employment will be accounted 
Honourable and Uſeful, whatever may 
be the Reproaches wen on them, or the 
Contempt with which their Office is treated 
by the Ignorant, Prejudiced, or Vitious. 
For what can be a nobler Service, than that 
which is calculated for curing the Enmity 
of Mens Hearts to him, who is the Source 
of Perfection, and the Fountain of Happi- 
neſs ; and for rooting out of their Natures 
thoſe Seeds of Anger, Reſentment, Bitterneſs 
and Wrath towards one another, which pre- 
vent the Entrance, and obſtruct the Growth 
of that Peace and Joy, to which God him- 
ſelf calls us by the Goſpel of his Son? And 
how eminently are they fitted for this Bene- 
volent and God-like Service, who know the 
Importance of Truth, and the Worth of 
Charity.; who dare to ſpeak what they think 
the Truth, but who have learnt always to 
ſpeak it in Love; who can be Enemies to 
Men's Vices, without Enmity to their Per- 
fons ; who can cenſure groſſer Errours, with- 
out condemning Men for leſſer involuntary 
Mittakes ; who are themſelves formed into 
that Goodneſs and Gentlenels, that Forbear- 
ance and Patience, that Candour and Mode- 
ration, that Humility and Meekneſs, that 
are 
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are the genuine Ornaments of the Chriſtian 
Temper, and which, by whomſoever they 
are put on, add that perſuaſive Force to 
Inſtruction that nothing elſe can give it, and 
carry that commanding Influence, which 
few ingenuous Minds will eaſily reſiſt the 
Power of. 1 7 

No Wonder therefore that Men, endow- 
ed with theſe Excellencies, ſhould be in their 
Stations eminently uſeful to others, and that 
in Conſequence of it, they ſhould enjoy the 


Comforts of God within themſelves, live aboye 


the Fears of Mortality, and rejoice in Hope 
even under the neareſt Approaches of Death. 
For what can diſtreſs them, who have been 
taught of God to /ave themſelves, and made 
ſucceſsful by God to ſave others ; who being 
formed into the divine Image by that Goſpel 


they have preached, are fitted for that Sight of 


God which the Goſpel promiſes; who by 
their love of Truth are made meet for that 
happy State, in which all that is imperfect 


ſhall be done away, and they ſhall know even 


as they are known; and who by the Preva- 


lence of Love without Diſſimulation, and 


the habitual Exerciſe of Charity pure and 
fervent, have that Diſpoſition deeply impreſ- 
ſed on their Minds, which ſhall hereafter 
unite the Saints to God as their common 


Portion, be the Bond of an eternal Friend- 


ſhip amongſt all tbe Heirs of Salvation, and 


triumph for ever in the Regions of Light and 
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Bliſs, when Faith ſhall be extinguiſhed by 
immediate Viſion, and Hope fail, and give 
Way to all the ſtronger Pleaſures of full and 
uninterrupted Enjoyment. 


To live n Friendſhip with ſuch as theſe 


is highly defireable, and a real Honour in 


the preſent Life, and 'tis impoſſible not to 
wiſh to be their Aſſociates and Companions 
in a better Life. For there muſt be a Pe- 
riod to their Virtues and Uſefulneſs here, 
that they may be tranſplanted into more 
friendly Regions. Heaven claims them as 
its due. The Manſions of Glory are prepa- 
red for their Reception, and even the Savi- 
our's own Reward would be incompleat, 
were they not to be where he is, to enter 
into his Joy, and to be formed into the Image 
ef his Glory, - | 

'Tis true indeed, that the Treaſure, with. 
which God 1s here pleaſed to enrich them, 
is placed in earthen Veſſels, and the greater the 
Treaſure, the more frail and feeble often times 
the Veſſel that contains it; that fo the excel- 
lency of the poxwer which attends their Mi- 
niſtry may appear to be of God, and not of 


them; and that the abundant Grace communi- . 


cated to others by their Means, might, thro 
the thankſgiving of many, redound to God's 
greater Glory. And for this Cauſe they faint 
not in their facred Work, but though their 
etward Man gradually decays and periſbes, 
yet their inward Man is renewed Day by Day ; 


whilſt 


r 
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whilt they hook not at the Things which are 
ſeen which are temporal, but at the Things. 
which are not ſeen, which are eternal. 


And though at laſt they muſt lye down 


in the Corruption of the Grave, and zheſe 


earthly Houſes of tbeir Tabernacles be intirely 
alſſolved; yet, as they fleep in Feſus, and en- 


ter into that Reſt which remains for the Peo- 


ple of God; that Reſt which puts an End to 
all their Trials, Pains and Services, to them 


ſweet and refreſhing, as the calm and gentle 


Slumbers of the Night, to thoſe who are 
wearied and worn out with the long La- 


bours of the Day; Death ſhall not have a 


perpetual Dominion over them. God will 
redeem their Souls from the Power of the 
Grave. He will receive them. In the Morn- 
zng they ſhall awake, and triumph over the 
grand Deſtroyer. Their ſpecial Relation to 
and Intereſt in the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of Souls, 1s the firm Security of their Re- 
ſurrection. His Power ſhall command them 


into a new Life, His Hand form them for 


an immortal Duration. 

How joyful, how happy will the ce 
ſtances of that Revival be! With what high 
Satisfaction, with what exalted Pleaſure wil 
they view themſelves, and wonder to ſee, 
how gloriouſly different, how changed from 


their former ſelves, their Appearance ſhall 


then be! When what is ſown in Weakneſs 
fall be raiſed in Power ; when they ſhall 


F 2 have 


* % 25 "*" 4 0 N F 
y PLAST. 5 ; LS Ta 
9 1883 
in 
1 * 
2 


= 
8 NEE, 
pd - wy N FR \ 5 n 89 — is) _ >= = -— 0 TL . Wo 8 Wee „ e = 
. c . . BCD / LES 
1 EE P 0 FIT = _ x 8 - \ 2 8 = my 6 . 5 — 1 

oY lr CR 399 = -- 4 9 i SL Oz n Er 14 n 8 8 Rae 1 l Ayn e A 1 . N 6 mb bl 
n K 3 ie 2 . r n SE 84 r „ 

J . r = Ob "OY at 7 — 14 55 1 

o - n 2 r 1 


Ine SEES II 
— EIN N = 


— — — * — — — > 
_ —— .  — —— ——— —— — 
CC 
wh = — — — - — "1 — . 
CUNT YR — — ny 


(644) 


have Beauty for Aſhes, the Oyl of Foy for 


Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe 


For the Spirit of Heavineſs ; when thoſe Dil- 


tempered dying Bodies, that here oppreſted 
and tempted them, and were a dayly exer- 
cife of their Faith and Patience, all be faſb- 
zoned like the glorious Body of their exalted 
Saviour; when this Corruptible ſhall put on 
Tncorruption, this Mortal ſhall put on Immor- 
tality, and Death ſhall be finally ' fwallowed up 
in Viftory ! How greatly will they then re- 


joice in the Lord, and their Souls be joyful - 


in their God, when he | ſhall clath them 
with Garments of Salvation, and cover them 
with a Robe .of Righteouſneſs, and when 


thus prepared for an immediate Approach to 


God, the Saviour ſhall preſent them holy and 


blameleſs before his Father's Preſence with 


exceeding Toy ! 


Nor will it be /e leaſt Addition to their 
Happineſs and triumph in that Day, to 
find that their Miniſtry hath not been an 
unprofitable and uſeleſs one; when they ſhall 
behold thoſe amongſt whom they laboured, 
appear with themſelyes amongſt the faithful 
Followers of the Lamb of God, ſaved from 
the Corruptions of the World, and the Ruines 
of Sin; appear with them as the glorious 
Evidences of their own Fidelity, and be 
inconteſtible Proofs of the Validity and Ac- 
ceptableneſs of their Miniſtry to their God. 
How high will the Tide of Pleaſure then 

| 4 „ 
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riſe! What Heart can conceive, what Ima- 
gination paint out the lively ſolid Joys re- 
ſulting from the blefled Reunion of the faith- 
ful Paſtor and his beleiving Flock! How 
will they congratulate each other! He, that 


he was made the Inſtrument of the Grace 


of God in their Recovery and Converfion | 
They, that the Word he preached became 


the Power of God to their Salvation! And 


both joyn in the moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ments to him that gave the Increaſe, and 


ſo nouriſhed and proſpered the incorruptible 


Seed, that was ſown in their Hearts, as 
finally to produce the glad Harveſt of eter- 


nal Life and Glory; Remember therefore 


thoſe faithful Guides, who have had the Rule 


over you, who have ſpoken to you the Word of 
God, whoſe- Faith follow, conſidering the End 


of their Converſation ; that you may be their 
Hope, their Joy, and their Crown off rejoycing, 
in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at 
his Coming, 
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